
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Elza Ibroscheva        

Department: Mass Communications    Phone Number: (618) 650-2248 

E-mail Address: eibrosc@siue.edu                               Campus Box: 1775 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position.  
 

Which of the following apply to this position?  

 [X] This position is only open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

 [   ] This project deals with social justice issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues.  

 [    ] This project deals with human health and wellness issues.  

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  9 
(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit?    No 

 

Location of research/creative activities: Dunham Hall 2042 

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
The project will be a research exercise undertaken to examine the use of social media in political communications as 

it pertains to the gendered mediation of political discourse. Gendered mediation refers to the role of the media in 

portraying female politicians as relative novices in the political field, stressing their physical appearance, their 

emotional and family ties, like underplaying and sometime entirely ignoring their political qualifications. This media 

theory has been tested in traditional media, but has not been applied to the rapidly growing field of social media 

used in political campaigning. The project will compare the use of social media by male and female political 

candidates to test the hypothesis that despite the "gender neutral" tone of the Internet, female and male political 

candidates will engage in gendered strategies of self-exposure in order to attract similarly gendered responses their 

potential voters.  

 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 
The student will assist in locating, documenting, and collecting data from the social media presence--namely 

Facebook, Twitter, Youtube Channels--of specific political candidates (both local and from the international field) 

and input the data in a spreadsheet and word clouds software, where quantitative and qualitative analysis of the data 

will ensue. The student will also help with analyzing and the presentation of the data in tables and other visual 

forms.  

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 
The student will learn techniques of content and textual data analyses, as well as the steps in conducting and 

preparing a media study in the field of political communication. The end goal is submission of the manuscript to a 

special issue of Political Communications devoted in new media platforms and democratic communications  

 

Requirements of Students 

 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them being able to 

set their own hours), please indicate all required days and times: 

N/A 

 

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide their own 

transportation?  
No 

 



Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 

MC 403 with a grade of A 

 


